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Who this book is for

Complete Preliminary for Schools is a stimulating and thorough
preparation course for school-aged learners who wish to

take the B1 Preliminary for Schools exam from Cambridge
Assessment English. It helps them to develop the necessary
reading, writing, listening and speaking skills for the exam as
well as teaching essential grammar and vocabulary. For those
who are not planning to take the exam in the near future, the
book provides skills and language based around engaging
topics, all highly relevant for school-aged learners moving
towards a B1 level of English.

What the Student’s Book contains:

+ 12 units for classroom study. Each unit contains:

- an authentic exam task taken from each of the four
papers (Reading, Speaking, Writing and Listening) in the
B1 Preliminary for Schools exam.

- essential information on what each part of the exam
involves, and the best way to approach each task. Exam
advice boxes before exam tasks explain how to do this.

- awide range of enjoyable speaking activities designed
to increase learners’ fluency and ability to express
themselves.

- astep-by-step approach to doing Preliminary for
Schools Writing tasks.

- grammar activities and exercises for the grammar
learners need to know for the exam. When you are doing
grammar exercises, you will sometimes see this symbol
(») . These exercises are based on research from the
Cambridge Learner Corpus and they deal with the
areas which often cause problems for students in the
exam.

- vocabulary activities and exercises for the vocabulary
you need to know for the exam. When you see this
symbol () by a vocabulary exercise, the exercise
focuses on words which Preliminary for Schools
candidates often confuse or use wrongly in the exam.

» Six unit reviews. These contain exercises which revise the
grammar and vocabulary in each unit.

+ Speaking and Writing reference sections. These explain
the possible tasks students may have to do in the Speaking
and Writing papers, and they give you examples and
models together with additional exercises and advice on
how best to approach these Speaking and Writing exam
tasks.

« A Grammar reference section which clearly explains, unit
by unit, all the main areas of grammar which you will need
to know for the B1 Preliminary for Schools exam. There
are also practice exercises for all grammar points.

Also available:

Downloadable audio online containing all the listening
material for the 12 units of the Student’s Book plus material
for the Speaking Bank. The listening material is indicated by
coloured icons Q’Zﬁ) in the Student’s Book.

A Teacher’s Book containing:

- Step-by-step guidance for teaching the activities in the
Student’s Book.

- Anumber of suggestions for alternative treatments
of activities in the Student’s Book and suggestions for
extension activities.

- Photocopiable recording scripts from the Student’s Book
listening material.

- Complete answer keys including recording scripts for all
the listening material.

- 12 photocopiable word lists (one for each unit)
containing vocabulary found in the units. Each vocabulary
item in the word list is accompanied by a definition
supplied by the corpus-informed Cambridge Learner’s
Dictionary.

- Access to extra photocopiable materials online to
practise and extend language abilities outside the
requirements of the B1 Preliminary for Schools exam.

A Student’s Workbook containing:

- 12 units for homework and self-study. Each unit contains
further exam-style exercises to practise the reading,
writing and listening skills needed in the B1 Preliminary
for Schools exam. In addition, they provide further
practice of grammar and vocabulary, which also use
information about common Preliminary for Schools
candidate errors from the Cambridge Learner Corpus (3).

A ‘Vocabulary Extra’ section, which contains twelve pages

of further revision and practice of the essential Preliminary

for Schools exam vocabulary contained in the Student’s

Book units.

Downloadable audio online containing all the listening

material for the Workbook.

A Test Generator containing:

- A Grammar and Vocabulary Test at standard and plus
levels of each of the 12 units in the Student’s Book.

- Three Term Tests including grammar, vocabulary and PET
Writing, Speaking, Listening and Reading exam tasks.

- AnEnd of Year Test including grammar and vocabulary
from all 12 units, with PET Writing, Speaking, Listening
and Reading exam tasks.



1
Reading
45 minutes

Part 1 Five very short texts: signs and messages,
postcards, notes, emails, labels, etc. followed by five
three-option multiple choice questions.

Part 2 Five descriptions of people to match to eight
short texts.

Part 3 Longer text with five four-option multiple
choice questions.

Part & Gapped text where five sentences have been
removed Candidates must select the five correct
sentences from a list of eight.

Part 5 Four-option multiple choice cloze text with six
gaps. Candidates select the word which best fits each
gap.

Part 6 An open cloze text consisting of a text with six
gaps. Candidates think of a word which best suits
each gap.

| Examfocus

Parts 1-4 and Part 6: Candidates are expected to
read for the main message, global meaning, specific
information, detailed comprehension, understanding
of attitude, opinion and writer purpose and inference.
Part 5: Candidates are expected to show
understanding of vocabulary and grammar in a short
text, and the lexico-structural patterns in the text.

2
Writing
45 minutes

Part 1 An informal email. Candidates write an email
of about 100 words in response to a text.

Part 2 An article or story. There is a choice of two
questions. Candidates are provided with a clear
context and topic. Candidates write about 100 words.

Candidates are mainly assessed on their ability
to use and control a range of Preliminary-level
language. Coherent organisation, spelling and
punctuation are also assessed.

3

Listening
approximately
30 minutes

Part 1 Short monologues or dialogues with seven
three-option multiple choice questions with pictures.
Part 2 Six short unrelated dialogues with six three-
option multiple choice questions.

Part 3 Longer monologue. Candidates complete six
sentences with information from the recording.

Part & Longer monologue or interview. Six three-
option multiple choice questions.

Candidates are expected to identify the attitudes
and opinions of speakers, and listen to identify gist,
key information, specific information and detailed
meaning, and to identify, understand and interpret
meaning.

L
Speaking
12 minutes

Part 1 A short conversation with the interlocutor. The
interlocutor asks the candidates questions in turn,
using standardised questions.

Part 2 An individual long turn for each candidate. A
colour photograph is given to each candidate in turn
and they talk about it for about a minute. Each photo
has a different topic.

Part 3 A two-way conversation between candidates
(visual stimulus with spoken instructions). The
interlocutor sets up the activity.

Part & A discussion on topics related to the
collaborative task in Part 3. The interlocutor asks the
candidates the questions.

Candidates are expected to be able to ask and
understand questions and make appropriate
responses, and to talk freely on topics of personal
interest.




Starting off

o Work in pairs and answer the questions.

* The pictures show four bedrooms. Tell each other
what you can see in the photos.

Which room is most like yours? Which is the most
different? Give reasons.

What changes would you like to make to your room?

When you go away, what do you miss about your
room?

Listening Part 2

Work in pairs. Tell your partner about these things.

« the building where you live
the street where your home is
a place where you would like to live

* Before you listen, quickly read the first line of
each question and underline the key words.

* Don't choose an answer until you
have heard the whole text for that
question.









